Have Yyou ever heard of The Great Barrier Reef? it Ls the
bigoest cornl rzef ln the world and one of the world's
greatest wonders, and the biggest Living organism any
huwman has ever come across, It is an amazing place and
when You see it you feel Like You have just dived in to a
new planet, a new universe, it’s amazing.

What is The Great Barrier Reef and what lives in it?

The qreat Barvier Reef Ls a massive coval reef, it is
maoe up of around 3,000 coral veefs squished up close,
and has over 600 tslands. About 100 different types of
coral grow and thrive tn this outstanding natural
nabitat and so do wmillions of fish, turtles, coral, barracoota, and just about
any other sea antmal You can think of. It even has its occasional shark.
There are 1,500 spectes of flsh, 411 species of havd coral, 1 thivd of the world’s
soft coral, 134 species of sharks and rays, & of the world’s 7 species of
endangered turtles, and more than 30 species of other marine animals.

Location:

Between the Queensland Coast and the western
edoe of the Pacific Ocean, Australin, is wheve
this amazing organism grows and shows off its
natural wonders. Next time You go on a holidny
why not visit The Gold Coast and thew travel up
the Queensland coast and Look over The Great
Barvier Mackay- £}
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Why is the Great Barrier Reef important?

The Great Barvier Reef is very buportant. Much wore limportant that you
think. It does not just entertain you and give a beautiful home to sea
creatures, but it also absovbs carbon dioxide. Carbon dioxide is a horrible gas
humans release when we burin 7ssil ficels and whewn we breathe out. So in
another way the ocean helps us stay alive because it is not good for humans
to breathe tn carbon dioxide. But when the ocean absorbs carbon dioxide it
creates Ocean Acidification, which is NOT good.

What is Ocean Acidification and how
does it affect The Great Barrier Reef?

Down Lin the oceam, any animals with havd shells

like clams and coval feed on th’wugs called This is what The Great Barrier Reef

carbonate irons. Carbonate trons help make the will ook like if we don’t stop ocean
” acidification and climate change.

animal’s shell or the coral’s skeleton hard and armean ' &

protective. Just Like whew You eat Your veggles, You grow big and strong.

Ocean Actdification ts when humans release carbon dioxide goes tnto the
ocean and You would think that is that. But when carbon dioxide enters the
water it releases Little things called /idrogen. Hydrogen takes all of the
carbonate trons, (the good guys,) away. Thew once they have ‘completed their
mission’ they make the ocean wore acidic.

Whew the ocean gets acidic and coral can't feed on carbonate trons to make
their shells stronger and the anbmal and coral die, effecting the food chain.,
And Uf the ocean gets too acidic the animals can't Live there so they will die
too. Soon (Lf people don't do something,) the whole ocean, tncluding the
Great Barvier Reef will be not only colourless but also Lifeless:




Pollution

The Great Barrier Reef’s threats oo not endl
there. There is another big threat that
humans have created for The Great Barrier
Reef called; Pollution. Pollution is when
humans Leave rubbish on the ground, on a
seat, anywhere. Thew the wind blows and the
rubbish falls down a drain, and enters the
seq. Turtles think plastic bags are jellyfish,
and eat the PLaSti‘c' bags* Then the will This is a poor turtle stuck in a fishing net.
choke and could dlle. But that s just the
beginning. if more, and nore rubbish enters the ocean than even more
antmals Will get curious. Which means even wore antmals could die.

Can people help save The Great Barrier Reef?

we have to take a stand and help save The Great Barrier Reef
before it is too late. The Great Barvier Reef Ls slowly, but surely
dying. To help save this amazing organism we have to stop
ocean actdification and climate change, But to do that all
humans must; find new ways to crente electricity like solar
and lunar panels, stop littering, shrink our carbon usage,
recyele rubbish, food and water, and take more walks or rides
and use Your car Less,

This is part of The Great Barrier Reef.




Facts:

o O O O

The Great Barrier Reef is around 500,000 years old.
If we do not stop ocean actdification and clinate change, the Great

Barrier Reef might only last another 10 years! (&)
If the Great Barrier Reef dies, humans will Lose some of thelr most
essential food sources and supplies, carbon dioxide will not be recycled,

and the ocean will be Lifeless. @& €

Sowme prenistoric fish survive tn only these conditions so we must not
lose the Grent Barrier Reef,

Did You know, coral only spawns once a Year!

The Great Barrier Reef can be seen from outer space!

The Great Barrier Reef is the size of 70 wmillion football fields!
Around 10% of the world’s fish can be found | the Great Barrier Reef

Videos:

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SMWGV-DBnk

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kxPwbhFeZSw

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBUCjiXkOzE

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2BKd5el15Jc -at least wateh till 2,20,

it's really interesting,.
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UyaGjSMEjsA

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfjSrLzBPt0

Websites:

- https://greatbarrierreef.org/

- https://www.nasa.gov/feature/jpl/nasa-begins-study-of-australias-great-

barrier-reef

This is life in The Great Barrier Reef.
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Dictionary:

The words tn blue ttalies e.g. Climate change are the words tneludeo tin the
dictionary.

Acidic —\when something contains Lots of acid the term acidic is used. if an

animal’s habitat Ls too actdie the antmal will die,

Carbonate trons ~ Carbonate Lrons ave Little creatures that get eaten by Little
anbmals such as crabs, clams and coral. Carbonate trons help the creature’s
bownes and shell. if animals don't eat carbonate irons the will not survive and
coral will just die.

Carbon dioxide - A gas huwmans create when we burn fosstl fuels, anol create
when we breathe out.

Climate change - A change of climate created by ot just the burning of
fossil fuels, but even just the usage of fossil fuels.

Fossil fuels — A watural fuel such as coal or gas.
Frabitat — A howme or common surrounding for any form of Life.

Hydrogen — Hydrogen Ls released from carbon dioxide when it enters the
water. They hydrogen takes away carbonate irons and makes the ocean
actdic,

Ocean Acidification s when carbon dioxide enters the water and releases
Little things called hydrogen which competes with carbonate trons that help
fish, clams, turtles and coral grow. Then they make the ocean wore actdic.

Organism - A stngle celled Life form.

Pollution - Pollution ts when humans Litter, tn this case it s when humans
Litter and the rubbish goes down the drain and into the sea,

These are some of the incredible
sightings people see whilst diving in
The Great Barrier Reef.




